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East Park Academy 
Geography Year 6 A study of Our Capital City: London 

Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit children will develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of London, their capital city and how it contrasts to 
where we live. The children will develop their positional and locational knowledge of London in relation to other towns and cities and 
will explore and investigate what a capital city is and the infrastructure there. This unit will enable children to experience first-hand 
London and its key human and physical features.   

Core Aims  
  To develop contextual knowledge of the location of the UK, 

geographical regions and their key features.  

 To understand key physical and human geographical features 

of our capital city and how these can bring about change over 

time.  

 To be able to collect, analyse and communicate with a range 

of data through experiences of fieldwork to deepen their 

understanding of geographical processes.  

 To interpret a range of geographical sources including maps, 

diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and geographical 

information systems (GIS) 

 To communicate geographical information in a variety of 

ways including maps, numerical and quantitative skills as well 

as written outcomes and conclusions.   

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Children will locate the UK concentrating on environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics of the UK and 
major city London.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of physical and human geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, London.   

 To develop their physical and human geography.   

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate 
physical and human features and describe, analyse and draw 
conclusions about the features studied.  

 To use eight points of compass, six figure grid references, 
symbols and key including OS maps to build their knowledge of 
our capital city.   

 To develop their geographical skills and fieldwork through a range of 
sources and first hand experiences, using maps atlases and globes, 
a compass to build their knowledge of the UK and capital city.   

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.  
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 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

 To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones.  

 To be able to describe and understand key aspects of human and physical geography.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features they will study in our locality and in the wider 
world.  

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build and 
develop their knowledge of the wider world 

 To observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital technologies. 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To locate some of the world’s countries and their 
capital cities.  To use a range of sources to 
investigate capital cities.    

 To ask and respond to geographical questions to 
further support their learning and investigative 
skills.  

 To identify what a capital city is and what makes 
a capital city.  

 

Introduce the children to their new topic A study of our capital city; London.   
What questions would they like to investigate this term relating to the topic?  
What is a capital city? Discuss and define.  
Show the children slideshow of capital cities- challenge the children-can the children name any 
of the capital cities? 

 What is a capital city? 

 Can the name any capital cities in the UK? World? 

 What would you expected to see in a Capital city?  

 What Capital cities around the world do they know?  

 Where is our Capital City? What is London like? Have the children ever visited?  

 What is our Capital city like?  
Explain and draw conclusions about what a capital city is and what they already know and 
would like to investigate about London.  
Introduce the children to a photograph of our capital city- London.  

 What can they see? What do they know about London? Can they name any human and 
physical features of the city? 

Children could compare Capital city of UK with a European Capital and Wider world city – 
drawing geographical conclusions, comparing and contrasting locations.  
EG does size of a country impact on the population of a capital city?  
Similarities between landmarks in cities? Human/ physical features?  

 

 To ask and answer geographical questions when 
investigating capital cities.  

 To use geographical vocabulary to communicate 
ideas.  

 To identify physical and human features in the UK  

 To use and interpret globes, atlases and map 
using a range of secondary sources to investigate  

 To locate London and Wolverhampton on a map 

Recap and review What is a Capital City? Where is our Capital City – London? 

 Where is London on a map? 

 Who has visited London before?  

 Where is London?  

 How long did it take to travel there? How did you travel there?  

 If you were to visit London, how could you get there?  
In pairs ask the children to locate London and Wolverhampton on maps and atlases. Discuss 
the position of London within the wider rail, road, and route context. Identify and discuss with the 
children differences and similarities in the location of the two places. 
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and plan a route using location and positional 
knowledge.  

 

On a map of the British Isles ask the children to mark London and Wolverhampton and the route 
that could be taken to travel from one to the other. Children to mark any other relevant features 
such as seas, rivers or areas of high land that link the two. Children to identify major cities in the 
UK 
Children to give SatNav type directions to record route to be travelled from Wolverhampton to 
London, children to record direction, roads and motorways used, settlements and economic 
activities passed on the way. 

 

 To ask and respond to geographical questions.  

 To use geographical vocabulary to describe 
human and physical geographical features of a 
capital city. 

 To use secondary sources to carry our 
geographical investigations and research.  

 To use mapping skills and positional language 
when describing the capital city.  

 
 

What do we expect London to be like? (over a series of lesions to deepen understanding of 
London) – Also could develop children’s own lines of enquiry investigating and finding answers 
to their own questions they generated prior.  
Tell the children they are going to be making an educational visit to our capital city to find out 
first-hand what our Capital city is actually like.  
Why is this important?  
How does it support and develop British heritage?  
Provide the children with OS maps, plans and aerial photographs of London to look at. 

 What do the children notice about the City from the photographs? 

 What physical and human features can the children recognise e.g. the Thames, key 
buildings, open areas, transport networks? 

Divide the children into small groups; ask the children to record what they think London is like 
from the photographs using the headings: buildings, landscape, economic activity and leisure. 
Ask the children to use a range of sources to find key information and geographical data about 
London e.g. population, size, key buildings and areas  
Ask the children to use their findings from the group work and independent research to write a 
report about the City of London, its landscape, physical and human features. The children are to 
include annotated map to demonstrate the geographical features both human and physical of 
our capital city. 

- Could create an OS map of London highlighting key features physical and human   
- Could create a local land map for tourists to use? (Maybe use these maps when children 

visit later on in the unit) 
- Explanations about key physical and human features in London 
- Impacts of key features – impact they have on the economy and tourist attractions 
- How has London changed and how does London continue to change and develop – and 

the impacts this has on people, places and environments.  

 To observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the capital city 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

A Visit to London  
Take the children on an educational visit of London.  
During the day the children will gather information in many forms: - photographs, pictures, video, 
written, tables that will be use to further study the town back at school.  
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 To understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom.  

 To draw geographical conclusions about London 
from first hand observations and experiences.   

When in London the children will be expected to:- 
 Keep a diary of what they see as they enter the city. Physical and human features, buildings, 

places of interest,  
 Take a tour on foot of  Westminster to locate key buildings  The children will mark key 

buildings on a map of Westminster  
 Complete field sketches of how the land is used. In St James Park ask the children to draw 

field sketches, facing different directions (use compasses). Ask the children to note the 
main features of the physical landscape and human activity. 

 Look at the different types of buildings and different types of jobs in and around the town 
generally.  Ask the children keep a tally chart of the different types of buildings they see 
and the jobs involved e.g. shops, restaurants, industry, housing, hotels  

 Carryout a survey of the people and traffic in London for five minutes. Who? Where? Age? 
 Identify the Activities that are available for people to do. Where? When? What? Who? 
 Sketch buildings. Investigate Buckingham Palace, Houses of Parliament, The London Eye, 

Big Ben sketching the buildings and noting the types of buildings. 

The facilities available to the general public in London e.g. hospitals, libraries, schools 

 To name and locate geographical regions and 
identify key physical characteristics and human 
features.  

 To look at land uses and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over 
time 

 To understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom.  

 To draw geographical conclusions.  

What was London like? 
Following the educational visit to London the children are to use the evidence they have 
gathered to demonstrate an understanding of what the capital city is like. 
 Land use in central London – Westminster Area.  The children will draw a map of 

Westminster and mark on key human and physical features  
 Field sketches of how the land is used. The children will present their field sketches looking 

in different directions. The children to note the main features of the physical landscape and 
human activity. 

 Analysis of different types of buildings and different types of jobs in and around the town 
generally.  Draw a graph to show the results of the tally chart of the different types of 
buildings they see and the jobs involved. Draw conclusions about the main types of land 
use and jobs in the area  

 Survey of the people and traffic in London.  Present findings who? Where? Age? 
 Activities that are available for people to do. Recording of Where? When? What? Who? 
 Buildings and Facilities in London 

Potential outcomes:  
The children are to present their findings over a series of lessons.  
Other ways to present include fact files, accounts of a visit, using pictures, as recounts, in story 
form, in tables and charts, graphs, tourist guide, to present and draw geographical conclusions.  
Children to create a video of their visit and what they have learnt about London as a Capital city  
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 To investigate capital cities.  

 To ask and respond to geographical questions 

 To use secondary sources 

 To understand similarities and differences 
between capital cities 

 To understand similarities and differences 
between London and other Capital Cities around 
the world.  

How does London our Capital City compares to other capital cities around the world?  
Discuss with the children the key human and physical features of London.  
Reflect back to session one and the comparisons children began to make about capital cities in 
general. 
Tell the children we will focus on how our capital city compares to those around the world we 
have not focused on (e.g. Washington DC, Moscow, and Tokyo?)   
How has the land been used to ensure all the key buildings required in a Capital City are there? 
Ask the children to consider how our Capital city compares with other capital cities round the 
world e.g. Washington DC, Moscow, and Tokyo?  
Ask the children to work with a partner to independently research and present a study of 
another Capital City from around the world. 
 Children to lead their own learning, choosing where, then generate geographical questions to 
be answered and the way in which they are going to find out and present their findings  
Children to produce their learning about other Capital cities however they like. The children are 
to share their learning about other capital cities with others.  
Ask the children to decide where they would most like to live Wolverhampton or London or 
another part of the world’s capital cities from what they have learnt about the localities and cities 
around our world and why.  

 


